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Gentlemen, 


0 N * HE Aggretabing E. 
MANS T 5 lection for a new Re- 

preſentative in Parlia- 
ment, is what attracts. 
„the Thoughts and At- 
SEAS tention, not of every 
SR E:g//bmen only, but of 
all Edrope ; "which ſeems to wait with Im- 
patience, the Reſult of your Determina- 
tion, in the Choice you make; As an E- 
vent, that will in a great Meaſure Contri- 
bute, to reſtore, 1 its. Peace, fo much inter. 
a 1 A 3 3 | rupted 


£6: by : 

hh or give Encour to the 

Contending Powers, to — 4 in a War 
that may become Univerſal. 

Since therefore, the future "TN" 

of this Nation, as well as the Fate of Eu- 

rope, ſo greatly depends, on the Prudent 


Conduct of the Freeholders of Great Bri- 
tain, at the Enſuing Election; it requires 


your utmoſt Care, and Circumſpection, to 

weigh and conſider the Nature of Things; 

and with Impartial View, moſt minutely 

to regard, the Qualifications, Intereſts, 

2 apparent * of every Candi- 
te. 


And that you may acquit cs 


like Wiſe and Prudent Men, Loyal and 
Faithful Subjects, and as Engliſhmen 


the Liberties of others, as well as your 
own, by Electing Perſons, moſt remark- 
ably diſtinguiſhed, ed.-tor giving Favour and 
Countenance toſuch generous Sentiments: 

Permit me to lay before you a few Hiſto- 


rical Obſervations, that may bring to your 
Remembrance the certain Tendency of 


ſome Mens Principles, and which may be 


of Uſe to you, in an Affair Jo nice and 


difficult, upon an Occaſion ſo Important 
and Momentous. 


But I am very ſenſible, that a Political 
Writer is infallibly ſure of procuring a 


3 Name 


ſhou'd do, Expreſs a careful Regard, for 


3 


C73 
Name of Reproach, and often without 
doing himſelf, or the Cauſe he Eſpouſes 
any Service. The exacteſt Perform- 
ance, writ with all poſſible Regard to 
Truth, and the greateſt Strength of Rea- 
ſon, muſt be cenſured and condemned, 
becauſe the Author is ſuppoſed, a Mini- 
ſterial or Antiminiſterial Writer. And 
when thus ſtigmatized by either Party, it 
becomes as dangerous to look into it, as 
to enter a Houſe infected with the Plague. 
As if no one cou d write on a Subject com- 
mon to both Parties, unleſs engaged in the 
Views and Deſigns of one or other. 

The Conſequence of which unreaſona- 
ble Behaviour, tends greatly to deter the 
Modeſt and Impartial, from appearing in 

Publick, and is of infinite Prejudice to the 
Cauſe of Truth. e ITO 
I obſerve thus much by way of Intro- 
duction, in hopes of ſecuring the follow- 
ing Sheets, from the ſame unhappy Fate. 
For I can with great Sincerity Profeſs, 
_ that I am not addreſſing my ſelf to you, 
for your Intereſt, as a Candidate, or for any 
Friend of mine. I have no Place, Em- 
_ ploy, or Penſion, under the Government, 
no Promiſe or Engagement for any; Tho 
there is no juſt Reaſon, why a Perſon in 
fuch Cir cumſtances, may not with Im par- 
125 tiality 


[8] 


tiality and Integrity, write what is Truth 
and Matter of Fact, as well as thoſe who 


are not. 
And this Declaration made with great 


| Truth, the Simplicity of my Stile, which 


has no ſimilitude to a Courtier's, the Me- 
thod I have taken by obſerving, only ſuch 
Things, as are Matters. of Fact, many 


within the — of 2 and — 


/ „ 


chis Nallehknighn — Expoſed 


and give it a Reception, as free from Pre- 


judice, as, it was compoſed OW: of Pars 


| an ity. 


Indeed J. declare myſelf a Wesen 
Friend to 1 and Läberty, a Lover 
of my Country, and a Well-wiſher to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion of the Crown, in 
the preſent Royal Family; Principles pro- 
feſſed by thoſe, who are out of the Admit 
niſtration, as well as Thoſe who are in ir, 
From Beh then I differ not, and in which 
I hope alſo to have your: ae Concur- 


| rence. 


The Preſervation of our happy Conti 
tution, our Laws, Liberties, and, if it may 
be, the Peace of Europe, is what has Sr 
trom me this Addreſs. | 
Gentlemen, Our Conſtitution or 8 


of Gov ernment Eſtabliſhed among us, 


compoſed 


1 


[9] 


compoſed of King, Lords, and Commons, 
is the moſt Excellent of any in the Uni- 
verſe, A Conſtitution! that after the fa- 


tal-Experience this Nation has too often 


had, of many other Syſtems of Govern- 


ment, has been found out at laſt the moſt 


perfect in its kind, beſt vt ada to our 
Situation, and the Tempers ot our People, 


and ſubject to fewer Evils and Inconveni- 


ences, than any other Form or Model 


| . e e 


For by having the Supreme Power of. a 


Nation divided like ours, into three Parts, 


the Subject is more Safe from the danger- 


ous Effects of Power, than any other Form 
of Government, not ſo equally poiſed, 


can inſure. 

And it might have been expected, chat 
a Conſtitution ſo happily contrived, and 
built on ſo Noble and Solid a Structure; ; 
the pleaſing Admiration of ſome, and the 


Envy of others, ſhould have been molt 
highly Valued and Eſteemed, by the Peo- 


ple who are bleſt with ir. Bur alas! whac 
by the Diſappointment and Diſcontent,the 


Ambition and avaritious Views, of En- 


terprizing and wicked Men, it has often 
fell a Sacrifice to their baſe Defigns. 
To give a few Inſtances thereof, may 


ſerve to help your Memories, and be allo 
8 to you, not to Eſpouſe the In- 
B 


rereſt 


3 


[ 10 
tereſt of ſuch, whoſe Principles agree with 
"Thoſe, Who have ſo often ſubverted it. 
I think ir needleſs to go further back, than 
the Vear 1660; for in that Compaſs of 
Time, too many will Occur, and which 
ought to Excite in all, a conſtant Concern 

Tor ity Preſervation.” 

After the long Ecli * it ſuffered, in 
Wah various Shapes, 8 Republican 
and Anti-monarchical Faction, it was then 

happily reſtored by King Charles the Se- 
cond: But that Bleſſing was afforded us 
for a ſhort time only: A new Enemy, in 
a few Years after, appeared; and then it 
was deſtined to the abſolute Will of one 
Man, and we were to be governed by an 
Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power. 
But in the midſt of our melancholy 
Apprehenſions, which the impending 
Danger to our Conſtitution and Religion 
35 created, Providence kindly interpoſed 
r Favour, and raiſed us up a Delive- 
rer be the Immortal King Villiam, who 
Teſcued both from Deſtruction, by the 
great Revolution in Eighty-Eight. 
And our Glorious Deliverer thought even 
To great a Work Imperfect, unleſs he coul 
petuate ſuch Bleſſings to the lateſt Po- 
Rel y; and he knew no Method that 
Would * Dar Inſure them to Fu- 
1 turity, 


45 
9 „ 


Cur] 


turity, as by an Entail of the Crown in 
the preſent Royal Family. 

An Entail, that then no leſs ug 

Pleaſure and Safety, to the Friends of our 
excellent Eſtabliſnment in Church ani 
State, than it ſtruck Terror and Dejection 
in the Minds of ſuch as were avowed 
Enemiès to Both. 
So Extenſive an 7 SE of bis tender 
Regard: for a Nation, dear to him by Na- 
ture and Alliance, and, yet more ſo out of 
Love to. its Liberty: A Principle to him 
innate, and the Delight of his Soul! was 
at that Time Embraced, with all poſſible 
Demonſtrations of Joy and Mrs by 
all who. valued the Preſervation of our 
Civil and Religious Rights, and the com- 
mon Liberties of Europe. 

But 2 Bleſſing, ſecured in all human 
Appearance, on ſuch a ſolid Foundation, 
could not. eſcape the furious Aſſaults of 
its Enemies: For we have ſeen with our 
Eyes, a Set of Men, who, furniſhed with 
the Policy and Arts of Rome, did contrive 
to defeat that Settlement in its Infancy 
from tak ing Place, and to make us Slaves, 
not Subjects, to the abſolute Will * an 
ee p / mpoſtar. 

And to pave the way thereto, What was 
done? Why! that which affords a very 
melancholy Reſlection to the preſent Age, 

B 2 and 


112 
and the next Generation will read in out 
Hiſtory, with Aſtoniſhment at the Fact, 
and an equal Deteſtation towards the 
ors of it. 

For to Execute their projected Deſigns, 
Subverſive of our Conſtitution, Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties, as ſince a pears, a 
whole Miniſtry muſt be ſacrificed ar once; 
a Miniſtry compoſed of as great Men as 
ever any Age e whoſe Admini- 
ſtration was appy Glorious, and Suc- 
ceſsful; Loved and Honoured at Home, 
Dreaded and Feared Abroad: But ſo able 
and conſummate a Miniſtry muſt be re- 
moved, to make way for Gne, who was 
intent upon putting a Period to our Hap- 
pineſs, without heſitating at any Methods 
the moſt Illegal to accompliſh it: And 
ſome, we may remember, gave Promiſes 
of Implicit Obedience to any Commands, 
upon the Aſſurance of being further ad- 
vanced in the Peerage. 

To accompliſh their intended Parpoies, 

> a noble Duke, Generaliſſimo of a Power- 
ful Army, united in a Grand Alliance, is 
Diſplaced; a General, who had no Equal 
in Hiftory, for his great Conqueſts Ing 
victorious Exploits: Who during many 
Campaigns, had moſt Glorioufly Con- 
Hori Vaſt Armies, Great Towns and 
rovinces, and was purſuing his Con- 


queſts 


{73 
queſts with ſuch unuſual: Succeſs, that 
the King, whom Ambition had made A- 
ſpire to the Univerſal Monarchy of Eu- 
rope, was ſtruck at firſt with Amazement, 
and after with as Great Dejection of 
Mind, for fear of loſing all his Domi- 
nions, as the Miſerable Gbjects of his T 
ranny could Expreſs, at their approach: 
ing cruel Executions. : 

In the midſt of theſe Glories and Great 
ViRories, under ſuch advantageous and 
moſt Happy Circumſtances, to the Sur- 
prize and Admiration of all Europe, was 
our Victorious and IIluſtrious General 
Diſcarded, and ſucceeded by One, whoſe 
Conduct and Character has a peared lo 
inconſiſtent and mean in Life. that it 
nerd not be Exploded. 

And how this Hero of the Age he lived 
in was afterwards traduced, vilified, and 
calumniated, and at laſt forced to Retire 
from the Kingdom he had Raiſed to the 
higheſt Pitch of Glory and Honour, is 
too well known to be Enlarged on. But 
ſurely the ſurviving Perſans, who were In- 
ſtrumental to the Indignity offered ſo No- 
ble a Duke, ſo Great a General, will, by 
his Noble Remains and Deſcendants, be 
always Remembred with a becoming Re- 
ſentment, and their Principles Rejected 
with the utmoſt Deteſtation and Abhor- 
rence, * 


[ 24 

It would require a large Volume, to 
give only a ſhort Sketch of the juſt and 
deſerving Characters of the Many, Who 
W 0 the ſame Fate with our 
Great General, I will only Remind you, 
that a Lord - Chancellor, Treaſurer, Pre- 
ſident of the Council, Lord Steward of 
che Houſhold, Lord Chamberlain, Mar 
ſter of the Horſe, Lord Lieutenant of 
LTreland, Lotd Privy-Seal, to Secretaries 
bf State, (one, the Father of the Noble 
Per ſonage who now. Inherits che Honour 
able Titles of our Great Marlborowgh) 
| many Gallant Generals, Brave Experien- 8 
Sed Officers, other Miniſters gf State act 
dome, and ſeveral Ambaſſadors Abroad. 
were all. Removed from their Employ»: 

ments: And for 0 Offence, In Grime, har 
vying acquitted themſelves with the great- 
eſt Honour and Applauſe, in their re. 
ſpective Poſts. Theſe were the Noble 
Perſons, no leſs Exalted in Title, Digni: 
ty, and Station, than Eminent for their 

innocent Lambs, Victims to the Rage and 

ambitious Views of deſigning Men. 

I confeſs it is a Relation, that would 
ſeem almoſt Incredible at a greater Di- 
tance of Time. But it is well known 
to be True. 3 bas J 


* 3 


And 


F 
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And theſe Great Men were not only 


| deprived of their Places, but abuſed alſo 
with baſe and low Scandal, and the moſt 


ignominious Calumny chat Malice could 
Invent, to give ſome Sort of Sanction to 
the concerted dangerous Schemes of their 
Enemies. 

But to the Immortal Honour of thoſe 
Noble and truly Valuable Patriots, thus 
incenſed by ſuch provoking Treatment, 
only, and nat for the Loſs of their Em- 
ployments, with what patient Reſigna- 
tion did they Behave? how Loyal, tho“ 
Paſſive, were hey to their Royal Miſtreſs 


their Sovereign, who had Removed them? 


how free from Rage, and furious Re- 
ſentment, towards Thoſe Who had Ex- 
cited her Diſpleaſure? 

They neither moved for an Addreſs. to 
cheir Queen, to know the Nature of their 
Imputed Crimes, that could occaſion ſo 
general a Reſentment; or to be informed, 
Who were the Perſons that adviſed their 
Removal. 

They thought it more like Win to 
Dr patiently to the known Evils of 
thoſe Days, than by Word. or Action, give 
the leaſt Countenance, to any Thing that 
might poſſibly endanger a Conſtitution, 


they higly Valued; and which. to them 


0 in too much Danger, from the 
Enter- 


126) 


Enterprizing Views of Thoſe, who tho“ 


poſſeſſed of their Places, ' were deſtitute of | 
their Virtues. 

And without doubt all who have really 
at Heart, the Welfare of their Sovereign 
and Country, will upon an Occaſion, leſs 
aggravating, Remember their Duty, and 
Conduct themſelves with the ſame Pru- 
dence. From e it cannot be expect 
el 

And here it may not be amils to Re- 
Nas you, of the Stratagem uſed to diſ- 
ſolve a Miniſtry, ſo Great and Powerful; 
for without ſome Art and Contrivance it : 
was Impracticable. 

For this Purpoſe ſomething muſt be 
thought on, that might ſeem at leaſt to 
fix an Odium upon them; ſome Engine 
muſt be Employed, to work their De- 
ſtruction; and the better to ſanctify their 
Deſigns, Religion itſelf muſt be proſtitu- 
ted, and the Danger of the Church was 
Infinuated, and made the Pretence. A 
Device at that time Eſteemed the moſt 
Popular, to alarm the People, and make 
a Clamour. 

With this View our then Gracious 
Queen had it Buzz'd into her Royal Ears, 
and her Mind was filled with n 
Ideas of its * DAL 


8 IE | The 
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The fame Notion was alſo, with the 


greateſt Art and Induſtry, Propagated 
throughout the Kingdom; the Bait was as 
greedily ſwallowed, as it was dexcrouſly 
laid; for the Ignorant, Bigotted, and De- 


ſperate, were eaſily Captivated. And it 


1 ＋ Pity to obſerve, that ſome of In- 
ty and Good Senſe, too readily em- 
betas the Belief thereof; no leſs to the 
Surprize and Admiration of the Wiſe and 
Judicious, than to the pleaſing Satisfacti- 
on of thoſe who wanted it. ö 
But this Succeſs, need not much to be 
wonder d at by any who confider the Ad- 
dreſs, Sophiſtry, and Vigilance of Po- 
piſh Miſſionaries, Employed in great 
Numbers at that Time, l the perk 


ecking 
their avowed Deſign, and who will be 


always moſt oblequiauſty Ready to aſſiſt 
in it. 

Give me leave now briefly, (for i it would 
bis tedious to enter into Particulars): to 
Remind you of the Meaſures taken by 
our new Miniſters, and the Part ated by 
them, during the Adminiftration of abour 
four Years. In that ſhort Space of Time, 


you muſt Remember, that we who had 


been before ſo Victorious in our Arms, as 
to have demanded Peace upon our own 
Terms; yet thro' the Management, Pow- 
er and Influence of the then Miniſters, 

C Böcha- 


{[ 28 
Behaved like the "oo iſhed and: Con- 
neck V1 
For to give aha greater Dispatch to 
Nec deep Ad Projects, they enter d into 
a Treaty With the Enemy we had brought 


ſo Low; and which at laſt ended in a 


Peace, ſo Inglorious to ourſelves and Al- 
lies, our Trade and Commerce, that I 
need only add, it has ſince become a Re- 


— 


proach to our Nation, and rather requires 
a. Spunge to delete, chan a Pen to perpe- 
tuate the Remembrance. But who can 
forget the Valiant and Brave Catalonians ] 
firſt excited by our then Miniſters to ac- 
| Knowledge one Prince for their Sovereign, 
and after abandon'd and left expoſed to 
the furious Reſentment of his Competi- 
tor, without any Terms either of Life or 
Fortune, and who ſoon felt the Vengeance 
of Abſolute, Unrelenting Cruelty. 

Religion was alſo further to be made 
uſe of, by the ſame ill-deſigning Mini- 
ſters. For that Purpoſe, Great Diſſen- 
tions and Differences in Religious Mat- 
ters were Promoted and Encouraged, Be- 
tween thoſe of the ſame Religion, the 
ſame Communion; and odious Appella- 
tions, and Names of Diſtinction, were 
fixed on Thoſe, who diſcovered any Zeal 
or Affection for the Proteſtant "Succeſſion 
an, the Houſe of Hanover; z the more ef- 


3 1 - fectually 
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fectually to weaken and Impair the Power 
and Intereſt of ſuch, that they might be 


leſs able to 0 che NEE Fee 


againſt it. * 
To carry on he ſame Defizo, herd 
was a Creation of Peers, twelve in Num- 


ber at one Time. Had any thing like 
this been done under the preſent A mini- 


ſtration, a good Reaſon would have of- 
fered for reſtraining the Prerogative: And 
ſuch an Incident would alſo have afforded 
old Caleb nibbling Work for a Lear at 
leaſt. Theſe things I bring to your Re- 
membrance, that you may think of the 
Men and their Principles, who brought 
our Conſtitution and Religion into ſo 


| Great and Imminent Danger: In hopes 


alſo, that you will not ſuffer your ſelves 
to be twice duped, by the ſame Perſons, 
let the Word of Alarm be what it will. 

The fad Cataſtrophe indeed to which 
their Management had brought us, afford- 
ed another Inſtance of the kind Interpoſi- 
tion of Providence in Favour of our Con- 


ſtitution and Religion, again deſtined to 


an utter Extirpation ; for at a Time when 
we had nothing elſe to Expect, when our 
Minds were ſeized with ſad and gloomy 


Apprehenſions of being at once deprived 


of Both, even then, by the /mmediate and 
vue Hand of Heaven, were we won- 
4 C 2 derfully 


* 
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[ 20 J | 
derfully delivered, by a Remove of our 
then Sovereign, whoſe Authority had been 
moſt notoriouſly abuſed, to Skreen the 
Execrable and Vile Deſigns of her Mini- 
ſters. 9004 


That they were Engaged in Meaſures 


Deſtructive to the true Intereſt of the 
Kingdom, their Actions have ſince Evin- 
ced and moſt Evidently Proved: For did 
not the General that ſucceeded our Great 


 Marlbrough, and the then Secretary of 


State, out of a Senſe of Conſciouſneſs and 
Gailt, fy from the Puniſhment which an 
Injured Nation, in Juſtice to itſelf, was 
And did not the two Fugitives Hbelter 
themſelves under the Protection of the Pre- 
tender, whom they and the Nation had of- 


ten Abjured in the moſt Solemn Manner? 


A manifeſt Proof of the Meaſures: they 
| Had taken in his Favour, and whoſe only 
Merit of Recommendation could be, that 
they had made themſelves obnoxious to, 
and truly deſerving of, the Nation's Re- 
ſentment, for being faithful Agents to bim. 

And you all know, that ſoon after the 
late King's Acceſſion to the Throne, a 
Rebellion was Raiſed in Favour of the 
Pretender, which his ſaid two Agents, 
and other his Emiſſaries here, had ſo 
greatly Promoted by their Power and In- 


fluence, 


[2] 
- fluence, that ſome have ance thought, 
that if the Perſon by them Intended for a 
Kingdom, had Courage enough to have 
headed an Army at that Time, the Diſ- 
pute might have been doubtful. — 
Ihe attainted General ſtill remains A 
broad in the fame Intereſt, Ready to exe- 
cute the Orders which he ſince pardoned 
Secretary may be now Preparing bere, 
ſhould any Infatuation among ourſelves 
ever Favour the Deſigg. 
For ſurely, was not that Perſon fail 
deeply Engaged in the ſame Meaſures, .he 
would out of a juſt Senſe of Gratitude, for 
the great Clemency ſbeum him by our Late 
Gracious Sovereign, in the Pardon grant- 
ed for ſuch. Criminal Offences, have lived 
Quiet and Eaſy : But it is notorious to all, 
how great a Part he has ſince had, and 
now is Acting, to widen our Unhappy 
2 and Propagate Died and 

Diſſenſion among us. 

Lou ſee the ſame Man who wan ted to 
ſubvert our Conſtitution, and Endeavoured 
to ſet afide the Protefiant Succeſſion, the 
only Security there , before i it coot Place, 
is nom Labouring by various Ars and Stra. 

| Zagems, to Exaſperate and Inflame the 
Minds of People with Prejudice and Aver- 
ion, under the Happy Enjoyment of it, and 
to alienate their —ä— on, if poſſible, from 
it. . | | 1 proceed 
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oY proceed now to open to you a new 
Scene, a very late Attack on our Excel- 
lent and moſt valuable Conſtitution, and 
which concerns me much to mention, in 


Regard to the Perſons Engaged therein, 


and which, I hope, proceeded from an 


Error in judgment only. But as the In- 


tention of this Addreſs, is to Caution you 
from every Principle that has a Tendency 
to Deſtroy or Undermine our Happy Con- 
ſtitution, you will Indulge me with a lit- 


tle Patience; and if what I obſerve: on 


the Occaſion, has any Weight, that you 


will not Regard Great Names or Perſons, 
but the Truth and Regſon of Things, and 


Agreeably thereto, Encourage or Diſcoun. 
Fenance ſuch Men, Nr e s and 
7 ntereſt. © 


I will diſcover to you. che Nature and 


Tendency of their Principles, -and you 


may caſily know their Perſons. 


You will Remember, that I obſerved a at 
firſt, that the Happineſs of our Conſtitu- 


tion Conſiſted in the Supreme Power of 
the Nation, being ſeparated and divided 


into three Parts; a Careful Regard muſt 
therefore be always Had to the allowed 


and juſt Rights of either, as a Thing ne- 


oeſſary and even Eſſential to the Pre/erva- 
tion of the whole. For it is the Equili- 
brium only, that makes it ſo Uſeful and 
— Beneficial to the Subject. Any 


| 


Fog. 
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Any Attempt therefore to Extend, or 


— and Leſſen the Power, which 


the Conſtitution is ſettled and fixed i in King, 
Lords, and Commons, by giving a Greater 
or Leſs Power to the Whole, or to the one 
or other, Separate and Apart, has a na- 
tural Tendency to Sub vert and m the 
whole Fabrick. 

To take then * che King the Poet 
of Removing the Officers in the Army, 

and place the Same in either Houſe of 
Parliament, or in a Court Martial. would 
be illegally to take from the King an an- 


cient Branch of Power, Intruſted to him | 


by our Conſtitution, and in that very In- 


ſtance, would be a manifeſt Wann 


thereof. 1 

Nor by ſo doing, would the Evil aps 
. be Removed, and yet attended 
with more dreadful Canſequeices : For 
by transferring ſuch Power to either Houſe 
of Parliament, they by having already two 
Parts of the Supreme Power, would then 
have:one Part of the Regal, and an Eſſen- 
tial one too, which would be no leſs In- 
confiſtent with our preſent Conſtitution, than 
the Subjects Liberty. But to place ic i a 
Court Martial, would be monſtrous and 
abſurd to the oreateſt Degree; for it would 
give a Court Martial the h:gbeſt Share of 
Power i in our Conſtitution, and make them 


hehe: 1 Part 
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Part of the Legi/lature ; Things unheard 
of, but in Times of Civil War and great 
Confuſion, and which would at once de- 
ftroy the Liberties of en Iſball 
ſoon more fully Evineg. 

I think then, that I have Demonſize- 
26d; that to take ſuch Power from the 
King, and fix it any where elſe, would 
1 a manifeſt and Violation of our 
i n, Conſtitution ; which has placed it 

and is Eſſential to che Re- 
1 5 to the fatal Conſequences that 


would attend a Removal of it, I _ 


Ar confider them. 


Another Part of Power, Reſiding in 
che King for the Time Being, by our 


Conſtitution, is, to Remove his 5 — 
(Officers or Others) without giving any 
Reaſons for ſo Doing: A Power not Pe- 


culiar to him as King, but is in Common 


with Him to every Subject he Has, of A- 
bility to keep Them; a moſt Natural and 


Reaſonable | Power, Incident to, and Part 


of the Liberty of every Maſter of a Fa- 
mily. If the Maſter.of a Family might 


not Remove his own Servants, without 


giving the Reaſons thereof, ro any male- 
pert Silly Neighbour or Acquaintance, 
who ſhould be ſo weak and Empty to 


Demand it; or be Abuſed without Re- 
—_— if it was not complied with, Iam 


Perſuaded 


3 
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Perſuaded no Subject in England, would 


longer think himſelf a Freeman. And 


would it be reaſonable then, that our King 
and Governor ſhould be ' deprived of a 


Power Eſſential to the Regal, which eve- 


ry A e he has Nee be . witb⸗ 
out 


And yet to rake 9 his Majeſty ſacks 
juſt and Reaſonable Branches of his Pre- 
rogative, has been lately Attempted, and 


which every Candid and Impartial Perſon, 
muſt acknowledge to be a violent En- 


croachment, upon the Regal Part of our 


Conſtitution. And what the more de- 
ſerves your Notice and Obſervation is, 
that it has been done by Mien, ſome of 
whoſe Principles in a late Reign Inſtiga- 


ted their Endeavours to ſubvert our Ex- 


cellent Conſtitution, by carrying the Pre- 
rogative of the Crown to an Extravagant 
Height, and much beyond its Legal 
Bounds; and in this, are Equally Intent 
on the Deſtruction of it, by a Laboured 
Deſign to Debaſe the ſame Prerogative, 
and Diveſt it of a Power Inherent to the 


Regal. In theſe Oppoſite Schemes have 


the ſame Men Embarked: And Becauſe 
our Envied Conſtitution could not then 
fall a Prey to the Principles of Abſolute 
an 6 As On 35 EUN RC Notions 
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I that many 
Attack on the Prerogative, ſo ſub- 


[| 26 } 
ire again Revived, if poſſible to Under- 
mine it. 

Such Printipher beve lain Dante in 
n ever ſince the unfortunate 
Fimes of King Charles the Firſt, when 
a like Attempt was made, and fucceeded 


in, by the Rump Parliament, called o 


by way of Iritamy. 


And ſurely, you will call to „ 
brancg the great Calamities and Miſeries 


of thoſe Limes, and not give Encourage- 
ment to Men who ſeem to eſpouſe the 
like Principles: For by an Attempt to 
have altered our Government in fo mate- 
rial a Part, what could they intend lets 
than by Degrees to Reduce it: to a iCom- 
monwealth? Should you give Sach the 
leaſt Countenance, it would: be perfect 


Madneſs, a ſtrange Infatuation' indeed! 


For then Perſons — loſe their Names, 

and Things their Nature; and our Royal 
Martyr muſt be no longer Termed fo in 
our future Annals, nor Oliver a U/urper ; 
but his Name muſtbo revived, under the 
more amiable Character of n Hero, and 
what then was called Rebellion, muſt de 
now deemed Patriotiſin. 

One thing is further to be a 
Concerned in this Bold and 
Daring 
; ne of the Regal Part of our Conſti- 

8 tution, 


9 
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tution, were the ſame Perſons who 
lately Alarmed the whole Nation, with 
dreadful Apprehenſions of Danger to our 
Liberty and Conſtitution: I mean not Ft 
their Oppoſition to the Exciſe-Bill, but 
their Outragious Behaviour on that Occa- 
ſion. 51121 Ban 

As to an Oppoſition to a Miniſtry on- 
ly, fo far from Condemning at, I think it 
may often be of great Uſe and Service, as 
well to a Miniftry as the Subject, for Rea- 
ſons well known: But when an Oppoſi- 


ä tion to a Min iſtry 1s carried to that Hei ght, 
5 as to Attack and Endanger any fundamen- 


tal Part of our Conſtitution, it then ceaſes 
to be a Virtue, and becomes a Crime of a 
deep: Dai ©.) 25109 5  SH083 
Having mentioned the Exciſe Bill, tho 
I am no Advocate for it, I cannot pals it 
by, without an Obſeryation or two, by 
f way of Compariſon, between That, and 
: the Bill lately moved for, to make the 
Otficers of the Army independent of the 
= — was ſaid, the Exciſe Bill had Conſe- 
quences attending it, Which might prove 
fatal to our Conſtitution and Liberties; | 
Which ſuppoſing, tho' I do not admit, * 
1becauſe Iam nor fully apprized of what | 
might be ſaid for and againſt, it. Yet 
give me leave to ſay, that the Army Scheme 
2 was 
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was not only primd facie, and in itſelf, 


Injurious to the King's Legal Prerogative, 


bur in its Conſequences might be more fatal 


to the Subjects Liberty, as being Expoſed 
by it to Circumſtances far more Diſmal 
-and Terrible. nw 


And as the little I have ſeen of the Ex- 


ciſe Bill, Informs me that many Objecti- 
ons made to it were from Conjectural and 
-Suppoſed Conſequences, I hope, after 1 
have ſhown that our Conſtitution has fixed 
in the King the Power in Diſpute; that I 
ſhall have the ſame Liberty allowed, of 
ſuppoſing a Caſe or two, to repreſent the 


Danger, that might happen, by having it 


removed; and for this further Reaſon, be- 


cauſe each ſuppoſed Caſe, has really Þ 


happened. 


I Begin then, according to the intend- q 
ed Regulation of this Power: Suppoſe |: 
that the Majority of the two Houſes ſhould 7 


only determine to Remove a Miniſtry they | 


might diſlike, perhaps only for having 
been in too long. (I will not ſay the 
chief Motive thereto might be, to make 


way for ſome of their awn Party.) What 
would they have to do? Why! only to 
Ingratiate themſelves with the Command- | 


ing Officers, and by Cajoling them with 
Promiſes of Honour and Preferments, | 
they might at once Effect their Deſign. 
| To 
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To ſucceed in that Part only, might not 
be ſo bad, if they ſtopt there; but poſſi- 
bly when they found themſelves poſſeſſed 
of ſo much Power, they might proceed a 


Step farther, and remove their King; and 


indeed, then Eſtabliſh what Form of Go- 
vernment they pleaſed. Ir is not Unrea- 
ſonable to Suppoſe ſuch a Caſe, becauſe 
it has happened, it was ſo in Charles the 
Firſt's Time, and what has been may be. 
Again, Suppoſe the Officers of the Ar- 
my having ſuch a Power, ſhould, in con- 
cert among themſelves, Enterprize a 
Change of Government ; This alſo was 
the Caſe, in the ſame unhappy Reign. 

It is far from my Intentions to caſt a 
Reflections on our Gallant and Brave Of- 
ficers, who, I believe, have too much 
Honour and Regard for their Country's 
Liberties, to attempt any thing Prejudici- 
al thereto, were' their Power more Ex- 
tenſive than now it is. If the Promoters 
of this Bill had the ſame Sentiments of 
their Integrity, | apprehend it would not 
have been moved for at all? 

And now I am got upon a Conjectural 
Way of Reaſoning and Argument, I beg 
leave further to ſuppoſe, that on a Com- 
plaint made by the King againſt a General 
Officer, that the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment ſhould not agree about the Matter 


referred 
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referred to them, as to the Perſon's Inno- 
cence or Guilt; and from a different Be- 
lief and Perſuaſion of the one or other, 
ſhould make oppofire Addreſſes for His be- 
ing continued or removed; in ſuch a Caſe, 
the little King could proceed no farther ; 
and who would gain the Advantage of 
Power, needs not be mention' d. 
In King William's Reign, on Occaſion 
of the Impeachment of four Noble Lords, 
it is well known that the Lords and Com- 
mons addreſſed his Majeſty, the one for 
their being removed, the other againſt it. 
So that in the three Cafes ſuppoſed, 1 
have given Precedents in Proof of each: 
And, as I ſaid, what has been may be. 
It may now be neceſſary to offer to your 
Conſideration a few things, which occur 
to me, as to the Trial of ſuch Officers by 
a Court Martial. 1 555 | at 
1 think one Objection to the Exc:/e-Bz{l 
was, that the Subject for want of being 
tryed by a Fury, would labour under great 
Difficulties, and by the Power and Influ- 
ence of the Crown, it might render their 
Liberties precarious, tho' I think, ſuch 
Cauſes were to be tryed before one or 
more of the Judges, and not the Commiſi- 
oners of Exciſe. | 56, 1 
Now give me leave to ſay, that. this Ar- 
gument if it was of eight in Favour o 
517] | T a 
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the Sebjes Liberty, ought to be allowed 
the ſame Strength, in Reſpect to the King 
Prerogative, as to the Method of Tryal of 
His Officers, ſhould they be complained of; 
but by this Scheme they were not tobe tryed 
by a Judge at Meſiminſter Hall or Fury, 
but by a Court Martial, com 
cers, whether Equal to the ſuppos d Of 
fender, or ſubordinate, is not material. 

The Exciſe Bill therefore, however it 
has been repreſented, was more juſt and 
reaſonable, as to the Method of trying Of- 
fenders againſt the Laws'of Excite, than 
What was intended by the Army Schemb. 
And you will Remember in both Caſes 
Meum and Tuum, was not the Point in 
| Queſtion. By the ancient common Law, in 
many Inſtances, the King has the Prefe- 
renct, or ſomething more of Power thay the! 
Subyett in caſes of Tryal, but by the Army 
Scheme it was intended, to have given Him 
leſi, than even the Exciſe Bill had done 
to any of his Subjects. Mulas this Fauſt? Or 
how are the Sentiments of ſuch Gentle- 
men conſiſtent, with a ſincere Love, and 
an Inviolable Attachment to our e 
tion? 

Another Objection I have heard made 
to the Exciſe Bill, was, that the great 
Number of Exciſe Ofecers might in time, 
become dangerous to our Liberties: Bur 

1 would 


: a I*1 
. 


ould they not have been in more Immi- 
nent Peril and Danger, were the Officers 
of a numerous Army, to be commiſfion'd as 


it were fon Life, and made Independent 
of the King? Whoſe Soldiers are at their 


abſolute Will and Command, and whom 
to diſobey is Immediate. Death ; not triable 


by a Jury, but a Court Martial: And the 


very Thought of having the Power of Mi- 


litary Officers Enlarged, muſt be ſhocking 
to every Engliſhman. 


That ever then a Motion ſhould be made | 


for ſuch @ Bill, under ſo Juſt and Equita- 
ble an Adminiſtration, muſt aſtoniſb all, 
who give it a Fair and Impartial Conſide- 
ration, no leſs than the Perſon that moved it, 
and thoſe who acted in concert with him; Had 


they been Deſcendants of Oliver the Uſur- 
per little would have been thought or ſaid ? 
ut ſince they were not, oh! that it might 


be Buried in Perpetual Oblivion. 
A Bill ſo pregnant of all Evils, to our 
Conſtitution and Liberties, apparently ſo, 


both in z:ſelf and Conſequences, muſt Rouſe. 
the Minds of all thinking and conſiderate 
Perſons, who Regard the Legal Rights of. 
the Crown, and the Liberty of the Subject, 
or in other Words, our Happy Conſtitution. 


And ſurely the Gentlemen, as they are 


called in the Oppoſition, will be ſo Modeſt, 
as not longer to. diſtinguiſb themſeves by. 


their 
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their old Motto, of Liberty, aud no. Exciſe. 
A of  confiderable Aſurange would, 
Bluſh to do it for the future. And if the 
Bill they have fince brought in, by "oe 
our Conſtitution and, Liberties. would kk; hay 
been greatly Indanger d, be well if 
bred, it muſt Bxtinguiſh the Name 9 A : 
Exciſe Bill, even ſuppoſed ; as bad as it w. 
Repreſented. . A Motto more Conſiſtent Ny 
ſuch Mens Principles ſhould 25 be, 
King, no Monarchy. But give me TY 
to recommend another, to all who Love oo 
Conſtitution, by way of Contrad: inftietion 
to theirs :. No. Comnon-Weal ns, 9 
Oliver Cromwel. 
But there is one Thing fufther, which 
I cannot avoid obſerving, on Iccafien of 
the Army Scheme; which is, that there 
was ſomething wngenerous in it, and ee 
ceedingly different from the uſual, accu- 
ſtomed Sentiments, of Engliſpmen. 
We all know, that the Settlement of the 
Crown in the preſent Royal Famuly, was 2 
free Gift of the Nation, in order to ſecure 
to us, our Religion, Laws, and Liberties. 
But with the Crown all the Powers and Pre- 
 rogatives annexed and belonging thereto, muſt 
alſo be ſuppoſed, at that time to be either 
expreſily, or by Implication, promiſed and 
aſſured to the Tlluſtrious Family, on whom 
it was ſettled; had it not been ſo intended 
E 
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by. the People of England, then was th 
prop er time to have declared | Lay ne 
Sor fuch a Declaration, „it muſt be ra: 
7 for granted; and had it been chen made 

ndition, it might have afforded Mat- 
5 for Cinjidet ation, whether to accept 
of it on ſuch Terms or no. But as ſuch Ex- 
teption or Limitation was not then made, 
_ how Ungeneraus is it, now the Settlement 
has taken Place, for any to attempt 4 
Deprivation of that Power, which is inci- 

t and appendant to the Regal, and tacit- 
Iy at leaſt agreed to go with the Crown? 
Surely it diſcovers a Principle too bad to 
mention; and tho' it may poſſeſs too many, 
1 hope jour Endeavours at this time, will 
prevent its being a Stain on the whole Na- 
Bion. What in private Life would be more 
ſeandalous, than firſt to give a Thing, ang 

terwards without any Reaſon take it a- 
way And it can never be for the Credit of | 
the Engliſh Nation, to make a Toy of 4 
Crown.” Such a Treatment of his Majeſty, 
is aſtoniſhing, it being, as the Thing ap- 
pearsto me, without the leaſt reaſon or Pro- 
vocationz did I nor really think ſo, 1 would 
not affirm it. 

For do we not, if view'd with Lager. 
tial Eye, ſee our Religion, Laws, Liberty, 
and and pa ſafe and ſecure, under the 
mild and prudent Adminiſtration of our 


preſent 
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ſent moſt Gracious Sovereign? We can 
reflect back with infinite Pleaſure and Sa. 
tisfaction, that no Invaſion of Property, u 
Interruption of Juſtice, no extending the 
 Prerogative,no not in any one Inſtance con- 
trary to Law, has been attempted during 
his Reign: But Liberty, Peace, Plenty, 
and a Flouriſhing Trade, are the good 
Things of which we may boaft. | 
Vou are all ſenſible, theſe are ſome of the 
many Bleſſings which we have already ex- 
perienced, under his wiſe, juſt, and equal 
Government: And yet this is the King 
whoſe Prerogative mult be reſtraiued, even 
that Prerogative, which, with the Crown, 
was at firſt ſettled, and many Times ſince 
Confirmed and Declared to belong to it. 

Such an Inſtance of Inſtability of Mind, 
as well as Ingratitude to ſo good and Be- 
neficent a Prince, is enough to make us 
the Scorn and Deriſion of all the Nations 1 
round us! - 4 

We alſo ſee our gracious Sovereign bleſ- 
ſed with a Miniſtry prudent, diſcreet, and 
able, Lovers of Liberty and our happy 
Conſtitution, and inviolably attached to 
the true Intereſts of their King and Coun- 
try. I believe thus of them, becauſe their 
Behaviour and Conduct gives Te Ar 
thereto: Nor has the contrary, tho o 
ten ſuggeſted, been proved againſt ther; 

'2 an 
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and when it is, I ſhall have a very diffe- 
rent Opinion of them. 

But that a Miniſtry of the Greateſt 
Ability and Integrity, ſhould be Oppoſed, 
arid ſometimes abuſed, is not to be won- 

dred at by any who vonſiders the Frailty 
of Human Nature. Ambition and ex- 

tendled Views, of acquiring Riches, Ho- 
nours, and Preferments, will be ever pre- 
valent in Mankind to incline them there- 
t&;'and the good Opinion which moſt 

Men have of their own Qualifications and 

Merit, is yet a further Temptation. 

I would not be thought to inſinuate, 
that there are not many Perſons of Ability 
(perhaps no way inferior to the preſent 
Miniſtry) who are unemployed; tis far 
from my Intention : But I recommend it 
to the more ſerious Confideration of ſuch, 
that as all cannot have Places under the 
Government, (and a juſt Complaint it is, 
that we have too many already) Some muſt 
at all Times be without any: To ſuch then 

there is an Opportunity given, to di iftinguith 
themſelves by Exerciſing their Virtue and 

Integrity; and, in Conjunction with thoſe 

in Power, to be aſſiſting in whatever may 

tend to the true 7 ntereſts of their Country : 

So '4w1/e and prudent a Conduct, would pre- 

vent Faction and re ng — „% 


But 
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But it may be ſaid, that ſuch Perſons, 
' whoſe Qualifications render them fir for an 
Employ, ſhould be obliged, and at leaſt 
take their Turns for Places. This is an 
Objection that in private Life would not 
be allowed; and there are much greater 
Reaſons, why it ought not in publick. 
If I demonſtrate it, in the firſt, it will 
be needleſs to prove it in the laſt. 

I am thoroughly perſuaded, that no 
Nobleman or Gentleman in England, ha- 
ving had ſome Vears Experience of a Ser- 


|  want's Honeſty and Fidelity, would think 


it a ſuffictent- Reaſon to remove ſuch from 
his Service, | becauſe it's poſſible another 
may be recommended, who may ſerve as 
well : And if any ſhould do i It, I am cer- 
tain he would be ſeverely cenſured. And 
in truth, for a Maſter to do ſo, would be 
21] in itſelf, as it would be a Sort of Pu- 
ni ſhment to the Innocent, and no leſs tend 
to diſcourage Merit. For who would take 
Pains to ſerve faithfully that Maſter, who 
will or muſt remove him at ſome certain 
Time; not for any Cauſe or juſt Reaſon, 


bur only becauſe he has /erved him ſo long? 


A poor Encouragement to Honeſty and 


Integrity. 


J have now, Gentlemen, laid before you 


the many and various Attempts, that from 
time to time have been made upon our 
Conſtitution ; 


& 


} 
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Conſtitution ; a Conſtitution moſt admi- 
rably contrived for the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of the Subject, and therefore 
ought to be dearly 8 by all who have 
a true Senſe of Liberty, and the Happineſs 
of Eng/i/hmen. I have alſo apprized you 
of the 9 — and Practices of its Ene- 
mies, and the Methods they have taken 
to ſubvert it. Sometimes they have ap- 
peared in one Shape, ſometimes in ano- 
ther, the more artfully to carry on their 
Defig 7s, The ſame Men you will obſerve, 
thro' Intereſt, Ambition, or I know not 
_— Views, to be at: . at one Nos as 
iametrically oppoſite to their eſpouſed Prin- 
ciples at * if they were not * the 
ſame but different Perſons. 
| Some Handle or Pretence will never 
wanting, to give a Colour and Countenance 
to their Degus: As the CHURCH was 
formerly, ſo other Devices may be thought 
of, equally popular, to amuſe and capti- 
vate the Eaſy and Credulous. And the 
Prieſts and Jeſuits, who now ſwarm 
among. us, will be always ready to take 
Umbrage at our Differences and Animo- 
ſities, if not promote them; it being theic 
Buſineſs, in part, to raiſe Stories, > ſow 
Diſcord among us; to give falſe Alarms, 
to irritate and provoke, as well as make 
Proſelytes in Religion: Againſt ſuch you 


\ will 
\ 
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will carefully guard, and not give them 
an Advantage over us. 2 
But perhaps, ſome will oppoſe to che 
Deſeription (which in a very brief and 
tranſient manner only) I have given of our 
Situation, e our moſt Orac 
ous Sovereign, and His preſent Miniſtry; 
that ſeveral late Tranſactions are very 
contrary to the Fact I: recommend to 
your Belief: Therefore, ſhould it be ima- 
gined I only pretend to eſpouſe a Principle 
of Impartiality and Sincerity, it may = _ 
be Improper or foreign to my Deſign 
conſider how far ſuch T ranſs liens in 2 
fere with what I have advanced, which I 
ſha}l do with all poſſible Regard ro Truth. 
I think the moſt material may be re- 
duced to thefe two: The one, for not Re-' 
pealing the Septennial Bill, and making 
Parliaments Triennaal : The other, as to 
His Majeſty's late Meſſage to both Houſes 
of Parliament, for an Enlargement of his 
Power to raiſe Forces, during the Inter- 
val thereof, in caſe of Emergency. And 
to each, I doubt not, but to return ſuch 
Anſwers, as will be Satisfactory and Con- 
vincing to every Candid and Impartial _ 
Reader, who has truly at Heart (and not 
in Pretence only) the Safety of our Sove- 
rergn, the Preſervation of our happy Con- 
Hitution, the Peace of Europe, and the 
1 
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Conſtitution ; a Conſtitution moſt admi- 
rably contrived for the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of the Subject, and therefore 
ought to be dearly .der. by all who have 
a true Senſe of Liberty, and the Happineſs 
of Engliſhmen. I have alſo apprized you 
of the Principles and Practices of its Ene- 
mies, and the Methods they have taken 
ro ſubvert it. Sometimes they have ap- 
peared in one Shape, ſometimes in ano- 
ther, the more artfully to carry on their 
Defig ns. The /ame Men you will obſerve, 
thro' Intereſt, Ambition, or I know not 
_ Views, to be _— at one Ns. as 
iametrically oppoſite to their eſpouſed Prin- 
ciples at — if they ae not * the 
Jame but different Perſons. 
Some Handle or Pretence will never be 
wanting, to give a Colour and Countenance 
to their De/igns: As the CHURCH was 
formerly, ſo other Devices may be thought 
df, equally popular, to amuſe and capti- 
vate the Eaſy and Credulous. And the 
Pirieſis and Jeſuits, who now ſwarm 
among us, will be always ready to take 
Umbrage at our Differences and Animo-— 
ſities, i not promote them; it being their 


Buſineſs, in part, to raiſe Stories, and ſow 
Diſcord among us; to give falſe Alarms, 
to irritate and provoke, as well as make 
Proſelytes! in „ Againſt ſuch — 
Wil 
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will carefully guard, and not give them 
an Advantage over us. 22% 
Hut perhaps, ſome will oppoſe ro the 
Deſcription (which in a very brief and 
tranſient manner only) I have given of our 
happy Situation, under our moſt :Gracks' 
ous Sovereign, and His preſent Miniſtry 
that ſeveral late Tranſactions are very 
contrary to the Fact I: recommend to 
your Belief: Therefore, ſhould'it be ima 
gined J only pretend to eſpouſe a Principle 
of Imparttdlity and Sincerity, it may _ 

be Improper or foreign to my Deſign 
conſider how far ſuch Tranſactions in Cds 
fere with what 1 have advanced, which I 
ſha}l do with all poſſible Regard to Truth. 
I think the moſt material may be re- 
nced to theſe two: The one, for r not Re- 
pealing the Septennial Bill, and making 
Parliaments Triennial: The other, as to 
His Majeſty's late Meſſage to both Houſes 
of Parliament, for an Enlargement of his 
Power to raiſe Forces, during the Inter- 
val thereof, in caſe of Emergency. And 
to each, I doubt not, but to return ſuch 
Anſwers, as will be Satisfactory and Con- 
vincing to every Candid and Impartial 
Reader, who has truly at Heart (and nor 
in Pretence only) the Safety of our Sove- 
reign, the Preſervation of our happy Con- 
Suution, the Peace of Europe, and the 
* 


* 
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increaſe. of Love and g among our 
ſelves. 

As to the T; Tiennial Bill * hnce the not 
reviving it has raiſed a general Spirit of 
Diſcontent; and been ſo greatly magni- 
fied and repreſented by ſome, as if it Was 
Incorporated and made Part of our Cons, 
ſtitution, and Eſſential thereto; it may 
not be amiſs to give you a ſhort and ſuc- 
cinct Hiſtory of its firſt Origin, and then 
remark ſome of the many eee er 
ces, which, from Experience, has been 
found to attend it: And this I ſhall do 
with all poſlible Conciſeneſß and Brevity,. 

The firſt Triennial Bill that is to be met 
with in our Statute Books, was made i in 
the Vear 1640: A Period of Time as re- 
markable in Hiſtory, and no leſs remem- 
bred by all, chan the Series of Events that 
gave it Birch. | 

For who ene us is ſo 1 
with the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, as not 
to remember, that Parliaments had been 
Intermitted for above Eleven Years before? 
and that during the Interval thereof, Re- 
courſe was had to many Extraordinary 
and Illegal Methods for raiſing Money to 
ſupport the Prerogative, without Autho- 
rity of Parliament, contrary to the Con- 
ſtitution and Laws of the Kingdom? 


Then 


many 

| Then it was, that by Tonnage and 
Poundage, Ship-Money, and Knighthood- 
Fees, Loans and other Exactions, the 
King's Revenues were raiſed, and His 
Diggie maintained, without the Aid f 
Parliament, whole Sole Right it was to 
grant the Neceſſary Annual Supplies! 

hen it was, that the Subjects were op- 
preſſed, and ſtrangely haraſſed, and our 
Conſtitution in Imminent Danger of a 
total Subverſion ! 
duch flagrant and notorious Attempts, 
on the juſt Rights and Liberties of the 
Subject, (who were incenſed and made 
deſperate by rigorous and ſevere Proſecu- 
tions, unjuſtly carried on; Exorbitant 
and Exceilive Fines levied, without law- 
ful Author! ity; the moſt Tarts Cruel 
Puniſhments inflicted; and all for only 
oppoſing, and not complying with, Exacti- 


ons and Demands unwarrantable and con- 


trary to Lau) were ſome of the many 
Powerful Reaſons and Inducements, that 
occaſion'd an Act for the meeting of Par- 
liaments every Year, to prevent the like. 
Evils for the future: And had the Body 
and Contents of the Bill Correſponded 
and Agreed with the Title and Preamble 
thereof, it would have been a molt ,utetul 
and Beneficial Law for the Subject. The 
Grievance, which at that time required 
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Redreſs, was not the Prevention of the 


long Continuance of Parliaments, (a Com- 
plaint then unheard of) but the long In- 
termiſffion of them. And ſo it's declared, 
both by the Title and Preamble of the 
Bill; the former of which is Entitled, 
* An Act for the preventing of Inconvent- 
ences that might happen by the long Inter- 
miſſion of Parliaments: And the other ex- 
preſſes, That as, by the Laws and Statutes 
of the Realm, the Parliament ought to 
be held once every Year, and that it had 
been found by Experience, that the not 
holding Parliaments accordingly, had pro- 


duced ſundry and great Miſchiefs and In- 
conveniences; for the Prevention where- 


of for the future, Be it Enacted, that 
the ſaid Laws and Statutes be henceforth 
duly kept and obſerved.” And it was 
therein declared, that no Parliament 
ſhould continue longer than for three 
Years. 


It is very obſervable, that the Grievan- 5 g | 
ces complained of, the Title of the Bill, 


and the Preface or Preamble thereto, did 


all perfectly concur and agree in one and 


the ſame general Truth, that the long In- 
termiſfion of Parhaments was attended 
with many and great Inconveniences: But 

| the 


Made 16th Car. Vide the Act in Pulten's Col- 
lections, p. 1 325 . 
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Fa} 


che Sub/tance and Contents of the Bill, do 


not appear to have the leaſt Coherence 


therewith. How a Tranſition ſo diſtant 
and remote, ſo ſeemingly oppoſite and 
inconſiſtent one to the other, happened, 
is a Difficulty, too great for me to recon- 
cile or clear up: It may poſſibly be done 
by ſome abler Head. Bur I am apt to 


think it will appear to be little leſs, than 
the Effect of Error and Miſtake. . 


One Remark more on this Bill, I can- 
not avoid making; which is, that as Tri- 
ennial Parliaments had now their t 
Riſe, ſo Annual ones were far from being 
then thought Part of our Conſtitution, or 
neceſſary to prevent the Evils complained 
of: Had they been Eſteemed ſo, never 
could a more favourable Opportunity of- 
fer, to have it declared and Eſtabliſhed. . 

Having now ſhown you the Origin, and 
firſt Occaſion of this Bill, I ſhall proceed 


to demonſtrate the Inconveniences that 


appeared, ſoon after it was made; and 
which I will endeavour further to confirm, 
by one General Obſervation, of the ill 
Tendency thereof, from the Experience of 
later Times. : : 

In 1664, within four Years after the Re- 


ſtoration, the forementioned Bill was re- 
pealed, and the Reaſons for ſo doing, will, 


at this Diſtance of Time beſt appear, from 
5 8 the 


(44 ] 
the Recital therein, and His then Majeſty's 
Thanks to his Parliament, for the Re- 
peal thereof, which, being ſo appoſite and 
pertinent, to my preſent Deſign, I hope 
you will not think me tedious, to give you 
a Tranſcript of both. _ 10 
The Act thus begins, Whereas the Act 
made in the Parliament begun at Weſtmin- 
ſter, the 3d of November, in the 16th 
Year of the Reign f our late Sovereign King 
Charles of Bleſſed Memory, Entitled © an 
« Att for the preventing of Inconveniences 
«& happening by the long Intermiſſion of Par- 
* laments,” is in Derogation of bis Ma- 
jeſty's Rights and Prerogatives, Inherent to 
the Imperial Crown of this Realm, for the 
calling and aſſembling of Parliaments, and 
may be an Occaſion, of manifold Miſchiefs 
and Inconveniences, and much Endanger the 
Peace and Safety of his Majeſty, and all 
bis Liege People; and becauſe, by the an- 
cient Laws and Statutes of this Realm, made 
in the Reign of King Edward 3d. Parlia- 
ments are to be held very often, Be it Enatt- 
ed, that the Sitting or holding of Parlia- 
ments ſhall not be Intermitted or diſconti- 
nued, for above three Years at the moſt,” 
When this Act paſſed the Royal Aſſent, 
Dr. Kennet informs us, That his Ma- 
. 20 11; ii 
* 16 Car. II. C. 1. bs 
+ Compleat Hiſtory. of England, p. 270. 
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jeſty gave the Parliament his Thanks for 
their ready Concurring, in a Matter ſo 
Advantageous to the Nation, and for An- 
nulling a former Law, ſo Prejudicial to 
the Love and Union, between King and 


| People; and founded on a fatal Suppofition, 


that the Crown was Jealous of Parlia- 
ments, or Parliaments Jau of the 
Crown. | 

I beg leave to make a few Obſervatious, 
that naturally ariſe from the aforeſaid 


Quotations. 
Fir then, it evidently appears, that 


after ſome Vears Experience of the Utility 


and Benefit of a Law for Triennial Par- 
liaments, it was the Sentiments of King 
Charles the Second, the Lords and Com- 
mons at that time, that ſuch an Act not 
only derogated from his Majeſty's juſt 
Rights and Prerogatives inherent to the 
Crown, but was alſo the Occaſion of ma- 


nifold Miſchiefs and Inconventences, and 
Endangered the Peace and Safety of his 


Majeſty and People. 
Secondly, As it was declared by the Act, 
and which alſo appeared by the more an- 
cient Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom, 
made in the Reign of Edward the IIId, 
therein recited, That Parliaments ſhould 


only be held often; it Evinces, that Tri- 


ennial Parhaments were never deemed 
Part 


/ 
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Part of our Conſtitution, but rather con- 
frary thereto. For it appears, 3 
' Thirdly, That Triennial Parliaments 
were then Eſteemed a Diſadvantage to 
the Nation, and prejudicial to the Love 
and Union that ought to ſubfiſt between 


King and People, and tended to make a 


Jealouſy between King and Parliaments; 
and ſurely what did ſo, could never be 
Part of our Conſtitution "= 


Fourthly, Had ſuch a Lau been Judg ed 


Part thereof, or neceſſary, to. the Security 


and Preſeryation of the Subjects Liberty, 
It moſt certainly would have been Infiſted 
upon at the Revolution. But it was not 
then done, nor yet omitted through For- 
getfulneſ3; for, in the Bill of Rights, one 
of the Articles is, that Parliaments ſhould 
be frequently held; not a word of Gate 
being Annual, or Triennial. 

After wards indeed, in the Reign of our 
Immortal William, the Party, who me- 


ditated his Diſquietude, and the Nation's 


Infelicity and Unhappineſs, could never 
ſatiate their wneaſy Mind, till they obtain- 


ed ſuch a Bill: A Bill rejected in ſeveral 


Seſſions, before it could gain the Royal 
Aﬀent; and which it would have mif- 


ſed of at laſt, had not that Great 


King been di freſſed by his Parliament. 


And for what Reaſon ! Was it out of Gra- 


3  titude, 
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titude, may it be ſaid, for chliging a Male- 
content, and Malevolent Party ? 

But as King Charles the Second, and 
the Legiſlative Power, had by Experience 


found, that ſuch an Act tended to Strife 


and Confuſion, and to interrupt the Nation's 
Peace and Quiet; ſo have we, fince the 
Revolution, more fatally Experimented the 


ill Efjefts and unhappy Conſequences - 
thereof; and which occaſioned again its 


being repealed in the late Reign. 
Many are the Reaſons that might be 
urged againſt TrienmaſyParhaments; bur, 
for . Brevity, ſhall only Inſiſt upon thoſe 
of Peace and Unity, which will alone be 
of ſufficient Weight to 40, who love the 
Welfare and Proſperity of their Country. 
The fatal Effets of every Election 
is ſo notorious, as to require no Proof. 


What a Spirit of Diſcord and Diſſenſion, 


Animoſity and Contention, do we ſee a- 
bound at ſuch times, in all Parts of the 
Kingdom? Not only between Strangers, 
Natives and Fellow- Subjects; but too 
often have the neareſt Relations, and moſt 
intimate Friends, been ever after ſevered, 
and alienated from each other. The ſa- 
cred Ties of natural Affection and true 
Friendſhip, we have ſeen Invaded and 
Diſſol ved, to promote the Cauſe of Facti- 
on, Intereſt, and Bigotry. The Eſtates 


of 
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of ſome ruin'd, the Reputation and good 
Name of others- Irreparably wounded, 
the Lives of many Endangered, and not 
= a few entirely 4%. And all from a moſt 


they know not why, unleſs like Parrots, 
from what they receive by the Dictatibn 
of others. Theſe are a few of the many 


| tend every Election. 112 

And to have ſuch Diviſions in the Na- 
tion, the People ghereof, Mad as it were, 
for a Seaſon, through Riot, Exceſs, or 


Party Rage, is a very melancholy and af- 


fecting Conſideration to all, who have a 
hearty and fincere Regard for the Eaſe, 


Peace, Liberty and Property of their 
Fellou- Subjects. What Pity is it! that a 
Concern of ſo much Moment and Impor- 


tance to the whole Community, as that of 
Electing Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
ſhould be governed and directed with ſuch 
Heats and inveterate Enmity towards one 
another? How great the Misfortune ] 
Thar Part of the Legiſlative Power, in- 
fittuted at firſt for the ſalutary Purpoſes, 
of preſerving and ſecuring the Natzon's 
Peace and Safety, by preparing ſuch Laws, 
as may beſt conduce thereto; ſhould owe 
their Origin and Birtb, to Methods of ew 
| an 


| ſenſleſs Paſſion, to Party Views and De- 
figns; many times Encouraged by ſome, 


Calamitous Evils, which more or leſs at- 
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and Violence, Confuſion and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, deſtructive of, and inconſiſtent with, 
all Law? The Incongruity of ſuch a Pro- 
cedure is as much to be lamented, as the 
Thought, that it is a/moft inevitable, or 
but very imperfectly to be remedied, 
But as one End of Government, and an 
Eſſential one too, is, that every Indivi- 


dual of the Community ſhould not only 
Enjoy Peace and Liberty, but be alſo de- 
fended _ protected from Inſults and 


Abuſes; Pow Governors, who have the 
Projpe Peri their People really at Heart, 
will ever, with a watchful Solicitude, 
be Actentive to all ſuch Methods, as can 


in the leaſt Degree promote the one; of 


event the other. | 

Since then, the Euils that arge on fork 
Occafiofis, in the preſent Circumſtances 
of Things, cannot be totally avoided, it 
becomes however neceſſary, that as few 
Opportunities as may be, ſhould be afford- 
ed by our Governors, whereby to Coun- 
tenance and Encourage Practices ſo Out- 
ragious and Intolerable: To the Intent, 
that what is not entirely remediable, may, 
by leit frequent Irritations, and Diſtance of 
Time, meet with ſome Allay and Abate- 
ment. 

Such a Management of the. Body Na- 
ral, 1s no leſs Common than applauded 
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by all, and ever tends to advance the Cre- 


dit and Reputation of the Phyſician, who 
thinks it a ſingular Inſtance 7 his Skill 


and Judgment, and an Aſſurance of Safe- 
ty and Recovery to his Diſtemper d Pa- 


tient, whenever he can be ſo, — as to 


reduce the Diſeaſe, and bring it to an In- 
termiſſion. And the ſame Method is E- | 


PE? fit and reaſonable, when the Body 
gliticł labours under a um and Ep: 
demical Diftemper. 


Vou now ſee, that the Act 12 Triennial | 
Parliaments, ſo far from being Part of 


5e Conſtitutian, is but of a late Date, a 
i 


porary Law, Repealed twice u acer 
different Reigns. and Miniſtries, and at- 
tended with many and great Tnconvenien- 3 
Fes, both to King and People. 47 5: | 
I luhhat the Revival thereof, then, ſhould ' 
have been lately oppeſed by the Ai 


affords a very Eminent Inſtance of his Ma- 


 wfhy's tender Concern for his Subjects Haps © 
pinęſi, and Equally Demonſtrates the Pru- 


dence and Sagacity of his Ministers, and 
the ſtrict Regard that each has to the true 


Engs of Government, and the Nation's In- 


tereſt. In this Light it appears to me, and 
I think muſt do ſo to all, who are vader 
the Influence and Government of Truth 
and Reaſon, and will EW rand of 
private or . Views. 


I come 
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I come now to Conſider bis Majeſty's 
Meſſage to both Houſes. Under this Head 
I ſhall be yety brief. * 
Vou will Tudulge me a little in this Part, 
if 1 do not proceed exactly in the Method 


T have done: For as neither can or 


preſume to Enter into the Counſels" of 
Princes, vou will not in reaſon, expect me 
to give the certain and indubitable 85 
and Motives, that occaſioned this Me 

* the Breaſt of Princes, and (heir 
Prime Miniſters, are, and only ought to 
be re poſed, the Secrets of Government. 
And it is they alone, who are moſt mi- 


and Actions, the Intrigues and Projectinig 
Views, of interprizing Kings and States; 


whoſe Artful Diſguiſes, and concealed 


Stratagems, often demand the urmoft 
Dexterity, of Wiſdom, Precaution, and 
Intelligence; as well to penetrate into 
their cloſely-concerted and deep- laid 
Schemes, as to render them Abortive in 
the Attempt, or unſucceſsful in the Pro- 
grefs and xectition. 

This Obſervation is true in itſelf, Fo 


perfectly Conſiſtent with the Rules and 
Maxims of all Governments ; for with⸗ 


out a very careful Regard thereto, the 
Safety of any would be Exceedingly Pre- 


carious. 1 


0% I hope 
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hope therefore, you will give me leave 


to ſuppoſe, ſince the Nature of the Thing 


will not permit me to prove it; That by 
Majeſty would not have defired. ſuch a 
Power to be repoſed in him, had he not 
Reaſon to believe, the . Exigency of Af- 
fairs Abroad might require it, before a 


new Parliament could be 4 embled. Ad- 
mit but the Probability of t Caſe 1 have 


ſuppoſed, and then, what could appear 
more Expreſſive of his Majeſty's Wiſ- 
dom and Penetration, his great Care 


and Precaution for the Peace and Security 


of his People, and the Defence and Sup- 


port of his Allies; than to be early prepa- 
red for the worſt Events, And that this is 


the Fa#, I think, may from. Circumſtan- 


tial Proof be g fer med, without n : 


my ſelf ſuſpected of Partiality. 

For, do we not ſee a War ba un in ſe⸗ 
veral Parts of Europe, and to the preſent | 
Appearance like to Continue? Or: to pre- 


vent its being laſting, what Method can 


with ſo much Certainty Aſſure it, (next 
to an Unanimity among our ſelves) as to 
be in a Poſture of Defence, .and a proper 
Situation to preſerve us from Danger at | 
Home, or, it neceſſary, to Aſſiſt our Al- 
lies Abroad ? 

It is preſent to the Minds of all, in 
what an Extraordinary Manner the Em- 


x peror 


n 


peror was lately attacked by Power, not 
= only in Peace with him, but an anqient 
„ wn ove 
Defence. and unprepared for Wor, and 
without any. Previous Notice, or Decla-; 
ration made of Injury receiyed. Such an; 
unprovided State and Condition, was 2 


o 


doubt a great Temptation, as it afforded, 
| his new Enemy and falſe Ally, the Pro- 


ſpect of more ea/ily Conquering, what his. 
Extended, Views and Projected. Schemes; 

had deſigned. And which might have 
| been render'd difficult, had the Emperor 
been fully apprized of what was intend- 
ed againſt him; for then queſtionleſs, he, 
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| would have put himſelf in a Condition to F 
| have acted Defenſroel > but the Secrecy: 1 
g with which the Enterprize was gonduct- U 
ed was ſuch, as to deprive him of the | 
Opportunity of doing it: whereby he has 1 
T loft fo large a Part of his Dominions. #1 
I And as the Emperor's Caſe is ſo recent, #4 
our Miniſters would have been without 1 
T _ Excuſe, did not His Migfortune become a 
= | Leſſon of Advice and Caution to Them. | 
4 Not to have done ſo, would have render'd F 
| them moſt Criminally Guilty of great In- #1 
advertency, and Expoſed their Indiſcreti- "1 


on to the whole World. 4. 

| But it may be ſaid, it is an Extraordi- 
nary Power given his Majeſty, and may be 
n 
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angerous C * 5 The one 1 ad- 
ae 7 make this Reply, That if Power 
be nor Exerted in Times of "Neceſſity and 
great Exigency, for Defente and Freſer- 
vation, to what End is Power at all; and 
by our Conſtitution it could hot be placed 
any where, but in the Riag. And as to 
the other, we have no Reafon ro Amuſe” 
ourſelves with any Apprebenſion of Dan- 
ger. For, his Majeſty in his Anſwer to the 
Commons: Addreſs, upon the Occaſion, 
aſſures us, That He only defires to be in a. 
" Condition to ſupport the Honour and I. ne- 
« reſt of his Crown and People, and that 
&* the Power given bim ſhould b, e made uſe of 
to no other Purpoſe.” And can any one 
be fo weak and abſurd, as to imagine his 
Majeſty would give his Royal Word in ſo 
publick a Manner, and not ad agreeably 
thereto, 

As to do ſo would not be an Inſtance of 
Wiſdom or Sincerity, ſo neither would it be 
of Art or Policy, but rather of greatWeak- 
neſs and Indiſcretion, the. very Thought 
recap ſhould be excluded the Breaſt of 

very Loyal Subject. Vou will therefore 
reject and diſcountenance, all mean and 
idle Stories,” that may be invented and in- 
duſtriouſly propagated, with a View to 
ſeparate. and divide the Intereſt of thoſe, 
who are Friends to our 2 Eſtabliſh- 
ment. 
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ment ; z that by their Diſnion, an Ad- 


vantage may be taken, in Favour of Such - 


as are its implacable Enemies. 

And now I think little remains for me 
further to add. If you Elect Men who 
are Friends to our Conſtitution, our Reli- 


gion, Laws and Liberty, you will defeat 


the Eee of ſuch as lye in wait to 45 
Ag them. 

By a Choice ſo wiſe and eligible, you 
may perpetuate. the Bleſſings we Enjoy to 
our lateſt Pofterity: You will thereby 
ſtrengthen the Hands of our Gracious So- 


Veoereign, Support his Legal Prerogative, 


and give Weight and Influence to his En- 
deavours Abroad, for preſerving the Peacę 
of Europe: You will alſo animate and in- 
ſpirit the Powers with whom we are allied, 
and preſerve them from falling a Prey * 
the Deſigns of their Enemies , Tou will, 
moreover, convince the World, that we are 
not ſo fickle and inflable as ſome would re- 
preſent us to be; but on the contrary, de- 
monſtrate that we are ſtill actuated and 
governed by Principles of Loyalty and du- 
tiful Affection to His preſent Majeſty; with 
a true Zeal and Regard for our Excellent 
Eftabliſhment inChurch and State; and no 
leſs able than willing, to exert ourſelves in 
Favour of the Liberties of Europe, when 
in Danger. 


Such © 
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Such a Reſolution and Conduct, will be 
highly neceſſary at this Time, when the Eyes 
of all Europe are upon you ; and no leſs 
worthy the Character of Ihen conſider- 
ed either as Church of England Men. ar 
-Proteſtants'of any Denomination: And if 
what I have offered, may in the leaſt tend 
to raiſe in you ſuch a-wiſe and prudent In- 
tention, I ſhall think myſel elf happy for be- 
ing fo far Inſtrumental to do Service to 
the Cauſe of Truth, and preſerve our Con- 
Pitution and Liberties Inviolable. I have 
not to my Knowledge, miſ- ſtated any one 
Fact, or given falſe or 'deceirful*Repre- . 


ſentations of Things, but only mage uſe 


of ſuch Reaſons and Arguments as to me 
appear to be true and juſt, clear and con- 
wincing: And I hope every Reader, who 
will have Patience to peruſe it, if they re- 
folve to make Truth and Reaſon the Rule 
of their Fudgment, will find it to be the 
inward Perſuaſion of their own Mind, as 
vell as 4 no _ Hutbor's, . 
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